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It is one year since the Provincial, 
Br Jeff Crowe, wrote a letter to 
all Marists in Australia. The letter 
was an invitation to consider 
joining the Marist Association 
of St Marcellin Champagnat. 
What an amazing response from 
Marists in the twelve months, and 
it is only the tip of the iceberg!

A lot has happened:
• Over 500 people across 

Australia have expressed 
interest to join the Association, 
including 100 Brothers.

• Individual conversation 
between all people expressing 
interest and a member of the 
Marist Association Pastoral 
Team.

• Younger people showing 
interest in the Association 
have the opportunity of being 
‘companioned’ by someone 
with background in spiritual 
direction.

• The documentation explaining 

the Marist Association as a new 
structure within the Catholic 
Church, and its canonical 
standing, has been drafted.

• New formation programs are 
being created and designed for 
current and future members of 
the Association.

• Dialogue with Bishops across 
Australia to build awareness 
of the Association, and 
get valuable feedback and 
suggestions.

• Conversations with school 
leadership and leaders of 
other Marist ministries about 
the process and time-line for 
transition of governance to the 
Marist Association

• Local gatherings of Association 
members have begun to take 
place.

• 18 ‘Regions’ identified across 
Australia, and Regional 
Gatherings of members 
offered.

• All of the 100 Brothers, and 
over 100 other people, have 
completed the necessary steps 
to be formally received as 
members of the Association.

• There is international interest 
in the structure and methods of 
the Association, and discussion 
on how it might apply to other 
countries.

Even more importantly, 
conversations have been created 
between people interested in the 
Association. Questions asked; 
curiosity piqued; interest stirred; 
stories shared. We are learning to 
crawl together! Teachers, youth 
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workers, volunteers, young people, Brothers, clergy, 
parents, ex-students, retirees and many others who have 
had contact with the ‘Marist Way’, all coming to know 
what the Association is and what it means for the future. 
At times the explanation has been clunky and awkward, 
perhaps too reliant on the canonical implications and 
cluttered with Churchy language. On other occasions it has 
been articulated with clarity and brightness:  it is naming 
a spiritual family in the life of the Church, with a variety 
of primary commitments and vocation experiences, 
who is Marist. Together, the intention is to bring life and 
energy to Marist ministries and community. People feel 
personally drawn to respond to the call – ‘it falls to us now’! 

Nearly 200 years ago, God stirred in the hearts of several 
newly ordained priests in France, inspiring them to renew 
the Church using Mary as model. Within six months one 
of these priests, Fr Marcellin Champagnat, had founded 

the ‘little Brothers of Mary’, to teach and evangelise young 
people, guided by a Marian spirituality. From the outset, 
Marcellin had the vision of a family atmosphere. The 
whole enterprise was to be uncomplicated and relational; 
based on simplicity and a love for those being served. 

Today, the people who are joining the Marist Association 
intend to keep Marcellin’s dream alive! The people joining 
are people interested giving God’s mission hands and feet 
through a Marist lens. It feels right for them. They feel at 
home with this simple and practical way of being Church and 
bringing the message of Jesus to the lives of young people 
and to each other. They want to be sowers of hope, and 
to do this as a community. They want to pray life together.

What will the next 12 months grow? 
    chair
chair
Cheers, Joe

Regional Gatherings
In the months of May, June & July, Regional Gatherings are taking 
place in most of the 18 Regions across Australia. Some have already 
taken place; others will be held in the coming weeks.
The Regional Gatherings have covered two key things:

• Public acknowledgement of all those who have been formally 
received as members of the Marist Association

• Participation in a workshop to ‘create a voice’ from each Region 
relating to the key content of the Marist Mission Assembly 
planned for August 20-23, at Mittagong. Click here to see the 
delegates for the Marist Mission Assembly

MIssion Assembly
A representative group of 
65 Marists will meet at the 
Hermitage, Mittagong on 
August 20-23. The delegate 
list was arrived at having 
considered criteria such 
as age, gender, Brothers, 

geographical areas, ministries, and ex-
officio attendees. An alternative list of 65 
would be equally fitting! There are many 
fine people who are not attending the 
Mission Assembly, who will play a critical 
role in enlivening and enacting key 
messages and priorities that emerge.
The main message from the Mission 
Assembly is anticipated to be 
communicated as the 'beginning of a 
dialogue', which will be taken up with 
all people in the Marist Association over 
the ensuing six months. It will culminate 
with a written document to coincide the 
bicentenary of the Fourviere pledge, on 
July 23, 2016.

• Br Emili’s letter on Mission - here
• Br Jeff Crowe’s Easter letter - here
• article by Br Mark O’Connor - here
• information on the Marist Association 

Regional Gatherings - here

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/emilimission.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/Easter2015.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/Blessed.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/Regional.pdf


Lavalla Community Project
Michael Callinan, Justin Golding and Lawrie McCane met with the Council to present their recommendations 
regarding the Lavalla Community Project.  They have consulted with many individuals and institutions in 
the Macarthur and western Sydney regions over the past months.  They intend to establish the new Marist 
community in the Mt Druitt area.  

They have decided to not determine any particular ministry at the beginning but rather to settle 
into an area and focus on building local relationships as their starting point.  Right now they are 
looking at both rental and purchase options, with a view to moving in July.

Their vision is to get two or three residences near to one another to enable Marist Association 
members and Young Marists to be part of the new Marist community.  They will be known simply 
as Marists.

As part of their discernment, they have asked Bryan Gray to help them bring into clearer focus 
some crucial questions: 

• the being vs doing paradigm – how do we feel about the challenge of letting go our long-held model of 
very active ministry in order to become, for as long as needed, a patient, relational discerning presence? 

• what is the emerging shape of the community life we wish to lead, and what will its ‘new beginning’ 
look like? 

• letting go of our middle-class lifestyle – do we actually want to and can we do this, being situated in 
Sydney’s poorest neighbourhood? 

From the Provincial Council



Cambodia
As announced previously, Nimul Ouch will finish as the Director of Marist Solidarity Cambodia (MSC) at the 
end of June.  The Province has prepared a Marist Appreciation Award for him for his extraordinary personal 
support to the Brothers and his service to the Marist work for disabled young people over some 18 years.

Br Terry Heinrich will be the Director until a suitable Cambodian is identified.  Sr Louise, Maryknoll, will be 
Chair of the Board.

David Buckley, ex-student of St Joseph’s, has been a significant person over the past 10 years in promoting 
our project in Cambodia and establishing structures for its ongoing viability.  He has now stepped back 
from our Cambodia Committee, MSC board and the Australian Marist Solidarity Board of which he was the 
company secretary since its inception.  He received an award at the Sydney Ministry Dinner last year.  We 
will have a small function at Drummoyne to honour and thank him and his wife, Christa, when Terry Heinrich 
is in Australia.

Timor Leste
Paul Kane and Tony Clark have done great work preparing the documentation for a Marist Foundation, a 
legal entity with charitable purposes that should be able to own land.  Currently only citizens of TL can own 
land.  The Council approved the Statutes.

We have not been able to finalise plans for the Formation House just yet.  There was an unanticipated need 
for soil-testing that has delayed putting the construction to tender.

Discussions continue with the Bishop of Bacau about a Marist school.  His support is considered invaluable 
in dealing with the government and local communities.  The Brazilian Provinces are keen to be part of this 
new work.  



Canberra
After the Brothers leave the monastery in July, its care has been entrusted for the time being to the College.  
Visitors to the College seeking accommodation should contact the Headmaster’s secretary, Viv Komorowski.  
We have asked the College to make a proposal as to its use in the longer term.  

Dundas land
The 12 developed blocks on what the site of the Brothers’ residence has been sold to Defence Housing 
Australia.  

In April 2014 DHA and Marist Youth Care (MYC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to support 
the Affordable Housing for Life (AHFL) program which will allow the two organisations to create a range of 
projects, programs and other initiatives on land associated with Marist Youth Care. 

As part of the MOU , DHA has agreed to provide employment opportunities to at risk homeless and 
unemployed young people on its construction projects.

Construction of the homes is anticipated to commence in July 2015 contingent of development approvals.

From the Mission Council
Association

48 new lay members were formally accepted, bringing the total of lay members to 104.  Some 300 others are 
still in process.  100 Brothers have also been accepted.

Regional Gatherings of the Association are being held in 17 different locations.  These are an important step 
in building a community spirit among us.  An important focus for these gatherings is preparing for the Mission 
Assembly in August.

Br Emili himself is following through on the approval of the Association by the Holy See.  Nothing will happen 
on this before the end of July.  Meanwhile the Bishops of Australia have formally voted their support for the 
creation of the Association.



Marist Youth Ministry (MYM)
The Council had an extended conversation with Nehme Khattar, MYM National Director.  

Nehme reported on how Liz Wake has settled in well into the role of REMAR co-ordinator.  The 
REMAR team had a more extended formation period this year while former team members 
assisted with school launches.  There is a group studying Michael Callinan’s review of REMAR to 
make recommendations to the MYM Council.  

After the Marist Youth Festival there have been some new faces at Marist young adult gatherings 
in the major cities.  Efforts are being made to engage them in suitable outreach activities.

Approval was given for part-sponsorship of a group of 15 Young Marists to attend the World Youth 
Day in Krakow in 2016 with a stopover in Lyons where there will be an international gathering of 
young people from across the various branches of the Marist family.

Hermitage, Mittagong
Anthony Boys and Br Anthony Robertson presented the Hermitage Board with a paper, Envisioning Our 
Future, dealing with possible educational and commercial future directions at Mittagong to supplement the 
current spirituality focus of ministries there.  The Council welcomed the general ideas presented.

Frank Malloy - Acting Executive Director of Marist Ministries/MSA National Director Oct-Dec 
From mid-October this year, Michael Green will be on leave from his responsibilities as Executive Director 
of Marist Ministries and MSA National Director in order to undertake another assignment for the Marist 
Brothers – writing a history of the Institute from 1985.  Frank Malloy has been invited to act in Michael’s roles 
during this time, and Peter McNamara to act in Frank’s place.

Darren Burge
The General Council has appointed Darren as a member of the Preparatory Commission for the XXII General 
Chapter in 2017.  Joseph McKee, Vicar General, is the coordinator. The appointment takes effect from  
8 September 2015 and will involve some weeks of meetings in Rome.



Farewell to the Brothers at Canberra
On Thursday 4 June 2015, Marist College Canberra 
(MCC) celebrated Champagnat Day and incorporated 
a farewell to the Brothers in the celebration.

Seventeen Brothers attended the event, from as 
far afield as Rome (Tony Leon), Germany (Michael 
Schmalzl), Cairns (Tony Glassick), Melbourne (Michael 
Green), Forbes (Joe Hughes), Campbelltown (Robert 
Speare, Andrew Moraghan, Bernie McGrath), Sydney 
(Jeff Crowe, Michael Akers, David Hall, Peter Stewart, 
Greg McDonald) and Mittagong (Bill Sullivan). 
Anthony Atkinson was unfortunately unable to attend 
as he is still in hospital.

There were a good number of parents, friends, former 
staff, ex-students and former Brothers present.  Some 
had come quite a distance for the occasion.

Prior to Mass, Archbishop Prowse spoke to the 
assembled congregation, comprising 1600 students 
and some hundreds of guests. Former student Fr 
Paul Nulley was the celebrant.  At the end of Mass, 
to the thunderous rendering of “Great man of God”, 
the Brothers exited Marcellin Hall through a guard of 
honour formed by Junior School students.

Jeff Crowe and Lawrie McCane spoke on behalf of the 
Brothers.  At the end of Lawrie’s words, the students 
rose to give him and the Brothers a standing ovation.  
It was a very emotional moment.

Rick Sidorko, headmaster, spoke of his personal 
sadness at the closure of the community but also 
of his confidence in the College’s commitment to its 
Marist heritage.  The student leaders of the College 
Houses added their words of thanks.

The President of the Old Boys of the College, Grant 
Slater, made a presentation to the Provincial of a 
metal plaque to be placed at the top of the Brothers’ 
Walk that leads to the Hall.  

In Appreciation

Since its foundation in 1968, over 100 Marist 
Brothers have served the Marist College 
community in Canberra.  Our deep gratitude 
to the many Brothers who have generously 
and selflessly lived out St Marcellin 
Champagnat’s charism through outstanding 
ministry, leadership and service and whose 
example and dedication have ensured that 
Marist College Canberra continues to strive 
and to realise the College vision:

Together we create fine young men. 

Presentations of “Full Colours”, the College’s highest 
award, were made to the Province (accepted by 
Michael Green) and to Br Anthony Atkinson for his 21 
years of service to the College.

Our thanks to the Brothers who attended, to the 
Headmaster and staff for organising this special 

event and to the students of the College for the warm 
farewell shown to us today and over recent weeks.

Novices apply for Profession
The two Australian novices, James Hodge (ex-Rosalie) 
and Jack O’Sullivan (ex-Shepparton), recently applied 
for profession as Marist Brothers.  The Provincial and 
Council were delighted to accept these requests.

James and Jack have been in the novitiate at Esopus, 
New York State, since September 2013 along with 
a young American, Sam Amos, who will also be 
professed.  

A simple ceremony will be held at the Eastwood 
church on the afternoon of August 15, followed by 
refreshments at Marist College.

Planning is now underway for the post-novitiate 
phase of their formation.

if you have a moment - check 
out Emili’s video message for 
Chapmapgnat Day 
and/or 
Mark O’Connor on ‘Mercy’

https://youtu.be/i6IdnbUWTfk
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/mercy.pdf

