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Dear Marists,

Of all the amazing characters found in 
the New Testament, St Peter is one of the 
most intriguing. From early in the Gospel 
he is a constant companion of Jesus: a 
simple fisherman, brother of another 
disciple, Andrew. He shows great insight, 
the first to proclaim Jesus as “the Messiah 
of Christ”, yet at the same time displays 
profound misunderstanding of Jesus’ 
message, arguing with other disciples 
about which of them is the greatest 
and then being rebuked by Jesus who 
tells him to “get behind me, Satan”. He 
is loyal, up to a point, striking the High 
Priest’s servant to protect Jesus, but then 
denying knowledge of him, not once, but 
three times.  At the moment of greatest 
testing he fails, proving to be fearful and 
disloyal – a shame he must have recoiled 
from for the remainder of his life. Yet this 
simple, erratic and somewhat confused 
character goes on to be the leader 
of the early Church, bringing the first 
community of Christians through difficult 
times, stabilising and developing, 
nourishing and guiding them. 

The contrast between Peter of the 
Gospels and Peter of ‘The Acts’ is 
profound. But then it is not the same 
Peter. The difference? The Holy Spirit! 
Pentecost changes Peter; it transforms 
him permanently. And it is this 
wonderful feast of the Church that we 
celebrated last Sunday. It is a Feast that is 

particularly significant for us as Marists, 
for the Apostles were gathered around 
Mary in the upper room at this time of 
transformation. 

What is it that inspires us today; that 
fires our imagination? What leads 
us from apathy, disappointment or 
disillusionment, to renewed vigour and 
hopeful endeavour? For many of us it 
is the stories we hear, the people we 
encounter and the relationships that 
nourish us. The gifts of the Spirit are 
not communicated magically. They are 
nourished by others and developed by 
us, with support and encouragement. 
How wise can we be if we have not 
encountered wise people? How 
courageous would we be if we have not 
been urged beyond our fears? We must 
all learn to be accepting of change, if 
not anticipating it. This was the basis of 
Peter’s transformation – he was ready 
and accepting. Had he never been 
challenged, cautioned, constrained or 
allowed to fail, what would have been 
the quality of his judgement? Would he 
have been anticipating and accepting of 
the renewal brought about by Pentecost? 
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In recent weeks there have been several 
events that have been designed to 
offer us inspiration and encourage 
change. The first is the distribution of 
the document We Marists…Our Hopes and 
Priorities 2016-2018 which captures our 
Association’s aspirations and plans for 
the immediate future. The second is the 
publication, Growing the Spiritual Family: 
Marists for the World, a spiritual formation 
handbook offered by the Association to 
members. And the third is the recently 
held Local Association Leaders’ Gathering. 
Each of these have been designed to 
offer inspiration to us as members of our 
distinctive spiritual family.   

Pentecost is a good time to celebrate 
both the changes the Spirit can and does 
bring about in each of us, and the good 
use the Spirit makes of the many gifts 
each of us has. It is a good time for us to 
resolve to take up the challenge offered 
by our Association to make Jesus known 
and loved, in the way of Mary.

With best wishes for the month ahead,
Br Peter Carroll FMS



number of people identifying 
as Marists as God’s initiative, 
adding:

“It (the book) will help us take a large 
step forward in appreciating more 
fully the important role that Marist 
laity play today in the life of the 
Institute and the Church…It will also 
help us appreciate the responsibility 
we all share for living the charism and 
furthering the ministry that came into 
our Church through Saint Marcellin 
Champagnat”.

Seven years on from the writing 
of Gathered Around the Same 
Table, the emergence of the 
Australian Conference of the 
Marist Association crystallises 
the vision the book points 
towards. In many ways, we have 
taken the ‘large step forward’ 
that Br Seán alludes to. We have 
stepped into a new era where 
reference to ‘Marists’ is inclusive 
of Brothers and all other 
people who identify strongly 
with the spiritual, communal 
and mission elements that 
being ‘Marist’ witnesses to. We 
have embraced responsibility, 
together – all Marists, for living 
and nurturing the spirituality 
and furthering the ministry. The 
Petition sent to the Vatican this 
year by the General Council in 
Rome, says that we, all Marists 
in Australia, understand who 
we are and what we do as an 
expression of Church. Not 
only through acquaintance, 
but consciously; together. The 
Petition has been written with 

“A Brother came up to me and asked. 
‘Are you a Marist too?’
I think he meant to ask if I was a Marist 
Brother. 
And I answered, ‘Yes, I’m a Marist.’
This expression sprang from the 
depths of my being and I felt validated 
on expressing myself this way” 
(Gathered Around the Same Table, pg 23)

The Marist document Gathered 
Around the Same Table was 
put together in 2009. Many of 
you have read and referred to 
it often. It is a product of lived 
experience, drawing from 
stories of Marists right across 
the world. People from Australia 
contributed their voices and 
experiences, including some 
who are today involved in the 
Marist Association: Barbara 
Radford, Kilmore; Gail Coates, 
Melbourne; Peter Chalkley, 
Shepparton; Carmel Luck, 
Canberra; and Maria Outtrim, 
Perth. If you have never sat 
down with the book, it is well 
worth it – particularly for its 
gift of putting words around a 
conviction that can otherwise 
remain subterranean for many 
of us: ‘Yes, I am a Marist!’ 

An electronic copy of Gathered Around 

The Same Table can be accessed at: 

http://bit.ly/1V7687s

In his introductory comment 
at the beginning of the book, 
Br Seán Sammon, the Superior 
General at the time, talks of lay 
Marists as ‘a blessing for our 
Church’ and names the growing 

“it is,  in fact, a way of life”
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the whole of the Marist world 
in mind, anticipating that other 
places will possibly draw on a 
similar model in the future. It is 
one of many ways that Marists 
are expressing and organising 
belonging and communion. 
In Evangelli Gaudium, Pope 
Francis calls such movements 
and forms of association ‘a 
source of enrichment for the 
Church, raised by the Spirit’ and 
that they ‘bring a new capacity 
for dialogue with the world.’ 
(EG, 29).

“Mary is the model I feel called to 
follow: a lay woman open to the 
presence of God, who shares the 
concerns, the happiness and the 
hardships of the people in her village”
(Gathered Around the Same Table, pg 72)

Literally hundreds of people 
have shown that they are at ease, 
feel at home with, consciously 
identifying as a Marist and have 
joined the Marist Association. 
For many, this has been 
a reality for decades, and 
the Association has simply 
provided a new structure for 
them to participate in. It’s 
business as usual. For others, 
the Marist Association has 
prodded and challenged them 
with the question ‘how serious is 
this Marist ‘thing’ to me?’ It has 
drawn them deeper, clarifying a 
home in the Church. For others 
still, joining the Association has 
been something spontaneous, 
sparked by an intuition to 
contribute to Marist life and 

http://www.champagnat.org/000.php?p=131 
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mission into the future. Currently, 
just over 600 people in Australia 
have formally expressed interest 
in the Association, including 
almost all of the Brothers under 
the age of 75, as well as some who 
are older. 

“Marist is not something that you practice 
in particular places or at particular times 
but something that you embrace and live 
out all of the time wherever you are.  It is, 
in fact , a way of life.”   
(Gathered Around the Same Table, pg 74)

So, at its most simple, yet most 
profound, the Marist Association is 
a community of people where each 
person is saying “I am Marist”. The 
exciting challenge is finding ways 
to ignite this conviction in each 
other; finding ways to nurture this 
spiritual homecoming; imagining 
fresh ways for our mission to 
reach young people; growing this 
life-giving expression of Church; 
always bringing Christ-life to birth. 
Like Mary. Being Mary’s presence 
in the world, together. As Pope 
Francis says, 

‘As a true mother, she walks by our 
side, she shares our struggles and 
she constantly surrounds us with 
God’s love…today we look to her 
and ask her to help us’. 
(EG, 286-287)

As people in the Association 
continue to grow in appreciation 
of our mission, our spirituality 
and our community, may we be 
inspired by each other to shed 
hope, awaken peace, and sow 
love in the lives of young people 
who most need it. 

Nearly 90 Marists from across Australia came together at 
the Marist Association Local Coordinators’ Formation Program held 
concurrently in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane on 9 and 
10 May. Participants engaged in a rich dialogue about the 
underlying principles and purposes of the Association, and 
the variety of ways that it is gaining expression and being 
fostered in local areas. There was time and space to explore 
together what it meant to ‘grow the spiritual family’, as 
participants listened to each other about various initiatives 
that are contributing to community, spiritual enrichment and 
renewed energy for Marist works. 
   The welcome video from the leader of the Association, Br 
Peter Carroll, gives a feel for the context and content of the 
Program:  http://bit.ly/27tB0nw
   On the second day of the Program, participants worked 
with the We Marists document which names priorities and 
strategies for Marists in Australia over the next three years. 
Planning was also done for the upcoming Marist Association 
Regional Gatherings, at which members of the Association 
will receive a copy of the booklet We Marists. A further 
workshop enabled participants to become familiar with the 
Initial Formation Program that will be experienced by people in 
the Marist Association over the next two years. The Program 
takes the form of six separate topics or modules. It will 
typically be facilitated in local areas of the Association.
   A huge thank you is extended to the facilitation teams for 
the Local Coordinators’ Formation Program at each venue:
Brisbane: Liz Falconer (Leader), Br Paul Kane, Marcus Pojtek, 
Jan Mulvihill, Br Neville Solomon, Gavan Martyn, Janelle 
Doohan.
Melbourne: James Mazzolini (Leader), Gail Coates, Peter 
Centra, Nathan Ahearne, Paul Herrick.
Sydney: Sharon Williams (Leader), Paul Harris, Julia 
Lederwasch, Daniel Head, Frank Malloy, Br Jeff Barrington.
   The evaluations suggested that people left the Program 
feeling buoyed by the spirit and support experienced 
with other Marists, excited by the role they are playing in 
helping bring the dream of the Association to fruition, and 
encouraged by the rich resources they went away with.

Warm regards, 
Joe McCarthy

MARISTS TOGETHER IN NEW TIMES

https://vimeo.com/user32411006/review/159900310/586acfce63 
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Local Coordinators’ Formation Programs held on 9 and 10 May 2016
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marist association

Regional gatherings
May 2016  |  June 2016

The Regional Gatherings will provide a forum for two important moments:

1. Public acknowledgement of new members to the Association 
(all those people who have completed their application process since November 2015).

2. Launch of the “We Marists” document
(vision, priorities and strategies culminating from the Mission Assembly 2015. Personal copies of the printed document 
to be provided).

REGION DATE TIME VENUE

Brisbane Tues, 24 May 5.30 - 7.00pm Marist Centre Brisbane (Ashgrove)

Canberra Thurs, 19 May 4.00pm-6.00pm Marist College Canberra

Eastern Sydney Fri, 27 May 4.15pm Champagnat Catholic College, Pagewood - Meet at Our 
Lady of Annunciation Catholic Church (next to school)

Emerald Sun, 5 June tbc Marie Martin’s home

Forbes-Riverina Thu, 23 June 4.00pm Brothers’ Community House, Forbes

Macarthur Tues, 24 May From 5.00pm Mount Carmel High School, Varroville

Melbourne Thurs, 19 May 6.30 - 8.00pm Marist Centre Melbourne (Brunswick)

Northern Victoria Mon, 16 May 5.30 - 7.30pm Assumption College, Kilmore

Nth Western SYD Thu, 26 May 4.30pm (for 
5.00pm start)

Trinity College Auburn, Library

Sunshine Coast - 
Murgon

Sat, 28 May 10.00am followed 
by lunch

St Joseph’s School, Murgon

Tropical Nth QLD Tues, 31 May tbc St Augustine’s College, Cairns

Western Australia Wed, 8 June 4.30pm Newman College, Perth

Gippsland Mon, 6 June 5.30pm Comfort Inn, Traralgon

REGIONS YET TO BE CONFIRMED:
Adelaide;  Central Australia;  Hunter Valley.

To confirm which Region your area, ministry or community is attached to, click here.

Earlier this month, Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen was appointed the new Bishop of Parramatta - 

Australia’s most diverse diocese.  For the past several years he has worked as the Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne. 

Bishop Long is a former refugee himself, arriving by boat from Vietnam in the early 1980s. He has been quick to 

express his concern over current Australian treatment of refugees and people seeking asylum and is a supporter 

and member of the Catholic Alliance for People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA).

new bishop of Parramatta

http://bit.ly/1SPd3fC


Marist Youth Care has recently received funding from 
the Queensland Government’s Advance Queensland 

initiative for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Start-
up workshops in Brisbane.

The aim of the workshops, which start in June, is to identify 
and build entrepreneurial skills in young Queenslanders, 
aged 15–24, including youth disengaged from education, 
training and employment.

The workshops will build ideation, skill development, 
pathways and capacity building aiming to ensure a fair-
go and equal access to the innovation/entrepreneurship/
startup space for disengaged youth, with whom MYC has 
significant experience of working.
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MYC | Receives Funding for Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship Start-up Workshops

These workshops will also identify young people who have a seed of a 
startup in them and will enable youth to go from ideation stage to writing 
a simple one page business plan in two days, and will offer post workshop 
support and evaluation. It is a process of discovering and cultivating 
startups, and self-employment with entrepreneurial young people, 
including those who don’t (yet) know they can become this; enabling 
them to turn their ideas into innovative work which they love and which 
makes a real difference.

This project would not be possible without the partnership and 
collaboration with Brisbane Youth Service, Edgeware Creative, Little 
Tokyo 2 and the Queensland Government.

For more info, contact Steve Williams on steve.williams@maristyc.com.au

Thanks to our Australian donors—especially the school community of Marist College Kogarah 
— 620 boys at the Marist Brothers Primary School, Mulivai in Samoa are now using their new, 
hygienic and sustainable drinking water system.

 The new system replaces an outdated system, which provided only 10 bubblers that all flowed 
when just one tap was turned on. The area surrounding the old bubblers was continuously wet, 
slippery and very unhygienic. And the water it wasted was costing the school a lot of money.

There are now two new sets of drinking fountains, each with eight outlets. Two new 10,000-litre 
rainwater tanks, including pumps and secure fencing have also been installed and a third 
10,000-litre tank will be installed near the science, library and art building.

Acting Vice Principal, Brother Christopher Maney approached Marist Solidarity for support to 
replace the old system last October.

We then featured the project as part of our 2015 Christmas appeal and, less than three 
months after the appeal ended, Brother Christopher reported that work to install the new 
system had been completed.

Brother Christopher credits the school’s bursar, Theresa Ulberg, for being the driving force 
behind the project, and the school’s maintenance workers, who were paid additional wages 
for undertaking the required work outside normal working hours and on weekends.

Please visit our website to find out more about our projects in Samoa.

AUSTRALIAN SUPPORTERS FUND 
NEW WATER SYSTEM IN SAMOA

christine McGee | manager, marketing & fundraising

NEW DATE FOR 
EYES ON INDIA  

IN MELBOURNE

The date for our Melbourne winter event 
Eyes on India has changed from 5 June to 
Sunday, 21 August.

The Brisbane event will go ahead on Thursday, 
9 June at the Brother Cyprian Pavilion, Marist 
College Ashgrove.

Both Brisbane and Melbourne events will be 
held from 5.30-7.00pm and include drinks, 
finger food, and a celebration of the beauty of 
Indian culture.

They will showcase the work of acclaimed 
photographer and visual storyteller, Conor 
Ashleigh,, following his recent assignment 
covering the daily lives of Australian Marist 
Solidarity’s partner communities in India.

We would be grateful if you could please RSVP 
to helen.quirk@marists.org.au in Brisbane or 
tracey.doublet @marists.org.au in Melbourne, 
if you would like to join us for this special 
event.6

http://www.mck.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Marist-Brothers-Primary-School-Mulivai-427963477253176/
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/country/samoa/
http://www.conorashleigh.com/
http://www.conorashleigh.com/
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MYC | Receives Funding for Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship Start-up Workshops Invitations

Ex-Marists Mothers’ Association, North Sydney

cordially invites you to join them for the

Launch of the Marist Learning Zone, a work of the La Valla Community

Master of Ceremonies | Mr Jason Hodges of Channel 7’s Better Homes & Gardens

Date | Thursday, 14 July 2016

Time |  Lunch at 12.00pm

Venue | The Australian Ballroom, The Menzies Hotel, Carrington Street, Sydney NSW

Cost  |  $90.00pp (Tables of 8 or 10 Guests)
  (Cheques are to be made payable to Ex Marist Mothers’ Association and sent to 
  Mrs Denise Long)
  (Direct Deposits to Commonwealth Bank, BSB: 062 155 | Account No. 10243190)

RSVP |  by 24 June 2016 to:

Mrs Denise Long  Mrs Jill Wall   Mrs Ann Payne
20 Warekila Road  14 Holland Street  33 Dareen Street
Beacon Hill  NSW  2100 Chatswood  NSW  2067 Beacon Hill  NSW  2100
t | 02 9938 1157  t  |  02 9412 2391  t | 02 9451 2047
m |  0417 448 090  m | 0403 366 180  m | 0409 073 021
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FOURVIÈRE BICENTENARY CELEBRATION

Invitation from the provincial, marist brothers 

On 23 July 1816, a group of 
seminarians, including 

St Marcellin Champagnat, 
climbed the hill to the Marian shrine 
on Fourvière to commit themselves 
to commencing the Marist project.

200 years later, an invitation is 
extended to you to join all the 

branches of the Marist family to 
commemorate that event and to 
make your own commitment to 

shaping and enhancing our Marist 
future.  

Saturday, 23 July 2016

10.30am
Mass at Villa Maria Church, Hunters Hill

followed by lunch & formalities at
St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill

RSVP is essential 
Send your contact details (and any dietary requirements) 

to Kylie/Kerry at the Marist Centre Sydney at 
reception@marists.org.au or on 02 9218 4000

by Friday, 24 June 2016. 

*Given the nature of the event, invitations are restricted to those who have concluded their schooling*



coffee with a local coordinatorDi Grinbergs
NEWMAN COLLEGE, PERTH| WA

Marist Spirituality //
How did you first get involved with 
the Marists?
My involvement with the Marists goes 
back to my childhood when  my family 
had close connections with the Marist 
Brothers in Perth. My parents were 
closely involved with the school and 
with the Brothers. Different brothers 
over the years were regular guests in 
our home and at our table. I attended 
Marist College Churchands myself in 
Years 11 and 12. Upon leaving school, 
one of my brothers spent three years as 
a postulant and novice in Melbourne. I 
have fond memories of travelling from 
Perth to visit him and staying at the 
Yarra St Postulancy  where Br Ralph 
and Br Bernadine were Postulant 
Masters, and at the Novitiate at Mt 
Macedon where Br Jerome (Noel) 
was Novice Master. My own children 
commenced their Primary education 
in Bunbury when Br Justin was the 
Principal. Br Justin had been a family 
friend for many years. I was employed 
as Assistant Principal RE at Newman 
Junior College in 1997 and have been 
there ever since, which has given me 
the opportunity for ongoing formation 
in Marist Spirituality.

Is there an experience or event you 
have had in your journey as a Marist 
that stands out?
The privilege of travelling with other 
Marists on Pilgrimage to France to 
follow the footsteps of Marcellin from 
his birthplace to the Hermitage was an 
amazing experience. We also visited 
Marist communities in Guatemala 
and El Salvador and witnessed part of 
Marcellin’s enduring inspiration in the 
world today, teaching young people, 
especially those most in need.

What has surprised you most 
about working within the Marist 
organisation?

We are part of the large family of 
Marists who are present in so many 
places throughout the world today, 
continuing the work of the founder 
which has spread to all corners of the 
globe.

For you, what is one important value 
of being Marist?
To continue Marcellin’s dream - To 
make Jesus Christ known and loved to 
children and young people, especially 
those most in need.

The Association  //
Who or what encouraged you to join 
the Marist Association? 
Having been immersed in Marist 
Education and Staff Formation 
Programs, it has enabled me to grow 
in respect and admiration of the Marist 
Story. Being an attendee at the 2012 
and 2015 Marist Mission Assemblies 
has inspired me to continue to grow 
as part of the Marist Family and to 
contribute to discerning the vision and 
direction of Marist Ministries into the 
future.

What do you wish people knew about 
the Marist Association?
The Marist Association provides an 
opportunity for people like me, who 
have a Marist heart, to be proactive 
in keeping Marcellin’s dream alive and 
relevant into the future by building a 
sense of community and belonging, 
and by sharing responsibility for the 
relevance of Marist Spirituality and 
Ministry.

What are people in the Association 
doing in your local area to build 
community with each other?
Perth has just the one local 
community and we are hopeful that 
local communities will commence in 
our regional areas of Bunbury and 
Northam. Our Marist Association 

members meet at least four times 
throughout the year. At our gatherings: 
we gather in Prayer or Liturgy; we share 
our Marist experiences and stories; we 
dialogue…ongoing discussion about 
our responses to the Three Imperatives 
for growing Marist Life and Mission 
(Education, Formation and Communal 
Spirit). In this Year of Mercy, we are 
reflecting on the works of Mercy 
and discussing these in small group 
situations; we discuss  possible Faith in 
Action Programs. We socialise - share 
refreshments, food and lots of talk.
Br John Horgan has shared some of 
his contributions from our Gathering 
and Sharing on the Marist Association 
Website. We hope others will use them 
too.

Interest in joining the Marist 
Association seems to be growing. 
Why do you think that is?
As word spreads, people are finding 
our gatherings to be an interlude in 
their busy lives as they try to balance 
home/work demands rather than being 
another addition to the workload. 
Being part of the Marist Association is 
an opportunity to focus on Marist Life, 
to build community and to share in 
relevant discussions.

At Home //
Tell us something about yourself. 
I like to spend quality time, whenever 
possible, with my two young 
grandchildren who live interstate. I like 
to travel and enjoy the planning almost 
as much as the actual experience.

What word/phrase best describes 
you?
Loves to chat.


