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Dear Marists,

Last week I had the privilege of being at our General 
House in Rome for a gathering of new Provincials. 
There were 14 ‘beginners’ who had come from all 
parts of our Marist world. Br Emili Turú, Superior 
General, Br Joe McKee, Vicar General, and the 
General Councillor led the programme. It has 
been a rich experience of prayer, dialogue, shared 
formation and fraternity. 

Undoubtedly, one of the highlights was the 
participation in our own Holy Year of Mercy Pilgrimage. 
We gathered at Castel San Angelo and then together 
walked the pilgrim path to St Peter’s Square and 
through the Holy Door of Mercy into the Basilica. In 
Australia we tend to hear that religion is dying 
and faith is waning, but to see the thousands of 
people who were undertaking the same pilgrimage 
leads you to wonder about the accuracy of such 
statements. To see, and be part of, this very public 
devotion was encouraging and inspiring.      

The Pope has stressed that pilgrimage is a central 
aspect of the Year of Mercy; it’s for this reason that 
he called on Churches everywhere to have their 
own Mercy Doors, so as many believers as possible 
could make a pilgrimage in faith. For Francis,  
pilgrimage “is a sign that mercy is also a goal to 
reach and requires dedication and sacrifice”. In his 
introduction to the Holy year, he stated his hope 
that pilgrimage “be an impetus to conversion: by 
crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find 
the strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate 
ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father 
has been with us”.  

Once we reached the Basilica, we were met by a 
Mexican Bishop, a Marist ex-student and friend, who 
led us into the crypt and celebrated Mass in one of 
the Chapels near St Peter’s tomb. As we started, he 
invited us to name those with whom we wished to be 
united during the Eucharist. The Australian Marists 
were nominated and remembered! After Mass he 
took us through the side door of the Basilica, right 
opposite the Pope’s residence, to see the Statue of St 
Marcellin. The image captures so movingly Marcellin’s 
own motivation in mercy. It was a very fitting way to 
conclude our pilgrimage of Mercy.   

In our concluding prayer on Saturday we returned 
to the theme of Mercy and reflected on the great 
scriptural icon of Mercy, the story of the Good 
Samaritan. We were reminded that the two people 
who first saw the injured and assaulted man had 
good reason not to stop; to do so would have 
jeopardised their ritual purity and have affected 
their capacity to perform their duties in Jerusalem. 
So it was left to the ‘outsider’, the Samaritan, to show 
compassion. He too may have had good reasons for 
not stopping and assisting; however, he overcame 
these hesitations and acted. He truly was a pilgrim 
of Mercy!

If you have not yet made your own Year of Mercy 
pilgrimage, maybe you could consider putting 
some time aside to do so. You might like to gather 
some other Marists from your school or local group 
and make the pilgrimage together. Set out from a 
central point, pause along the way, pray together, 
and then enter through the door of Mercy. I believe 
you too would find it an encouraging moment of 
faith.

Br Peter Carroll FMS



Br Emili with the group of New Provincials at 
St Peter’s Square.

Gathered at Mass in one of the Chapels near St Peter’s tomb.

May each coming of a new day
Greet you with inner light
Full of colour and joy
Immersing your eyes and your soul
With new awareness of what it means
To be alive

The annual Pilgrimage is well under way. After 8 grace-filled days in the Holy Land, the group travelled to Rome 
where they were warmly hosted by the General House community. The group is pictured here with Br Emili 

Turú, Br Peter Carroll and the Aussie residents in Rome: Brs Chris Wills, Tony Leon and Jeff Crowe.

A Blessing for Easter Ongoing
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6 April 2015
— John Cranmer

ASSOCIATION Pilgrimage



bodily death, but now! You rose from the dead, 
Boris Pasternak, the Russian poet, tells us, on the 
day that you were born only you never realised it. 

Being a child of the resurrection means being 
more fully alive, with that life which Jesus Christ 
came on earth to make available to us. And that 
is noticeable. People can sense that in you. It is in 
your face and in your eyes; it is the way you walk 
and the way you speak. You pass it on to others. 
Resurrection life is ‘caught’ not ‘taught.’

Yes, I know - that’s often so hard to believe when 
we journey through hard times. It is true so much 
of our daily lives and our instincts seem a million 
miles away from this glorious Easter mystery. Our 
culture is organised around the law of the jungle 
and the survival of the fittest. 

But we Christians live from a different energy: the 
energy of divine love. And we receive this energy 
on our journey as a ‘blood transfusion’ every time 
we receive the Eucharist, the body and blood of 
Christ. 

In this holy season of 2016 may we allow the Risen 
Jesus to ‘Easter in us’!

Easter is now!

Gerard Manley Hopkins has a wonderful poem, 
“The Wreck of the Deutschland,” where he uses 
the phrase “Let him Easter in us.” In this phrase, 
he uses the noun Easter as a verb. Hopkins 
writes, “Let him Easter in us, be a dayspring to 
the dimness of us.” 

It is a splendid phrase. It is a beautiful prayer 
really, “Let him Easter in us.” In fact, I think 
this is a great way to look at the real truth, the 
transforming reality of Easter. Let Easter get into 
us. Let Easter come and live where we live. Let 
Easter permeate our souls. Let Him Easter in us, 
and be a dayspring to the dimness of us. 

Isn’t that really what we all desire most? Easter as 
a verb, as something that transforms our present 
lives, as something that gives us new life now, as 
something that gives us hope and meaning and 
courage. Isn’t that what every human heart longs 
for? Let him Easter in us!

There is another dimension in the mystery we 
call life and death. As Clement of Alexandria 
once proclaimed with joy: Jesus has turned all 
our sunsets into sunrises!  Once we have taken 
the plunge of death and held out our hand to 
Jesus we believe we will be carried through to 
Resurrection. 

So many of those we love are there before us 
and they are with us at each Eucharist. This other 
dimension is not a place or a time like the one we 
inhabit at this moment. It is a blaze of eternal light; 
not beyond, in the sense of miles away, but close 
by -  for the ‘veil’ between the visible and invisible 
is ever so ‘thin’.

‘Let Him Easter in us.‘ The resurrection has 
happened already and our job is to be signs of, 
and witnesses to, this fact.  We are to rise from the 
dead not just on the last day, not just after our own 

br mark o’connor FMS
let him easter in us

reflection
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Less than six weeks after category-
five Tropical Cyclone Winston hit Fiji, 

our Marist communities braced once 
again, this time for category-three 
Tropical Cyclone Zena.

Zena weakened as it passed to the 
south of Fiji’s main island on 6 April, 
but heavy rain and flooding have 
seriously disrupted the nation’s 
recovery efforts, following TC Winston, 
which hit on 20 February.

Winston decimated crops and has 
seriously affected the livelihoods 
of many of Fiji’s vegetable-growing 
communities. And now, thanks to 
Zena, recently-replanted seeds and 
seedlings have been washed away. 
This has caused major concerns about 
food security, and mosquito and water-
borne diseases.

The community of Saint Vincent 
College in Natovi (pictured above on 
21 February) has requested help from 
the Marist Brothers in Fiji to repair the 
damage Winston unleashed upon the 
school, which was first established by 
the Marist Fathers and Marist Sisters 
more than 115 years ago.

Classrooms, living quarters, furniture 
and learning materials have been 
destroyed and classes at the diocesan-
run school have been disrupted. More 
than half of the college’s 220 students, 
including 60 boarders — aged between 
six and 14 years old — are unable to 
attend school.

The Brothers in Fiji have appealed 
to Marist Solidarity to help the 
community’s efforts to rebuild Saint 
Vincent College, which is about two 
hours’ drive north from Suva.

Many of its students’ families come from 
surrounding villages, outer islands or 
the interior highlands and most rely on 
subsistence farming and fishing for their 
livelihoods. 

With government funding and 
international aid in very short supply, 
Marist Solidarity has launched an appeal 
to get this much-needed building work 
underway.

Please support our program to help 
rebuild Saint Vincent College and 
support the Marist Brothers’ efforts to 
keep education strong in Fiji.

To find out more about the Marists’ work 
in Fiji, contact Marist Solidarity Projects 
Coordinator Mr Ashley Bulgarelli on
t   |   (07) 3354 0600 or 
e  |  ashley.bulgarelli@marists.org.au.

SUPPORT CYCLONE RECOVERY EFFORTS IN FIJ I
ASHLEY BULGARELLI | MARIST SOLIDARITY brisbane
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http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/project/st-vincent-college-rebuild-cyclone-winston-fi0019/
mailto:ashley.bulgarelli%40marists.org.au?subject=
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The latest edition of Solidarity Matters was 
distributed last week. To receive your copy of this 
quarterly publication and to stay up-to-date on 
the aid and development work of the Province of 
Australia, please visit our website and contact us to 
subscribe.

subscribe to
solidarity matters

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:
Kate Egerton  |  Marist Solidarity  |  Communications Desk   |  e   kate.egerton@marists.org.au   |   t  07 3354 0600

join us for our event
eyes on india
5 JUNE 2016 | MELBOURNE

9 JUNE 2016 | brisbane
&

This winter, Marist Solidarity is showcasing the work of acclaimed photographer and visual storyteller, Conor Ashleigh, following his recent 
assignment covering the daily lives of Marist Solidarity’s partner communities in India.

The exhibition is called Eyes on India and it will be the highlight of our winter events, which will be held in Melbourne on Sunday, 5 June 
2016 at the Marist Centre Melbourne; and Brisbane on Thursday, 9 June 2016 at the Brother Cyprian Pavilion, Marist College Ashgrove.

The events will be held from 5.30-7.00pm and include drinks, finger food, and a celebration of the beauty of Indian culture.
For further information, or to receive your personal invitation, please email msol@marists.org.au or phone Helen Quirk on (07) 3354 0600.

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/contact-us/
http://www.conorashleigh.com/
mailto:msol%40marists.org.au?subject=


‘Innovation’ is one of those feel-good 
terms. Governments use it a lot and in 
most sectors of the economy we know that 
innovation is a good thing for business. 
In the social services sector though, 
it has some quite specific meanings, 
and Marist Youth Care especially is 
dedicated to social innovation as a way 
to find new solutions to such enduring 
social problems as unemployment and 
poverty, detachment from school, family 
breakdown, housing stress, and the 
challenges of settling into a new country 
for refugees. 

Examples of MYC’s achievements are 
many. For young people who secondary 
schools can’t manage, MYC started a 
school called Pete’s Place, which works 
with school leavers and reluctant school 
attenders to teach them in ways that 
traditional schools don’t. For unemployed 
people who lack work experience, MYC 
has started several of its own businesses, 
for example, running a café, upcycling 
furniture, providing painting services, 
and running a mobile manicure service. 
These social enterprises teach practical 
skills to young people in a real workplace, 
while generating income to pay them 
as trainees and keep the service going. 
With constraints on government funding 
looking set to continue, it’s not surprising 
that MYC is part of this growing social 
enterprise movement.

Another element of social innovation is 
finding new partners, and new ways to 

create partnerships. There is the Daramu 
Healing Garden in Western Sydney, a 
joint project with the local Aboriginal 
community. To create opportunities for 
skills and jobs, MYC has worked directly 
with employers in niche industries, 
like caravan manufacturers, and with 
TAFE to deliver accredited training in 
landscaping and gardening to build 
the permaculture garden in Melbourne.  
On a different front, MYC helped found 
and provides Secretariat services for the 
Australian Catholic Housing Alliance, a 
group of organisations looking to use 
the land and property assets differently 
to create more affordable housing.

Sometimes partners can be from an 
entirely different sector: MYC is in 
discussions with Frasers Property Group, a 
multi-billion dollar commercial property 
company, to try for contracts to deliver 
maintenance and construction services 
as a way to generate jobs specifically for 
unemployed people.

A further important element of social 
innovation is to ensure that service 
design is based on really listening and 
understanding the needs of people 
who are intended to benefit. Too often, 
government services over-prescribe 
what they buy and will pay for.  MYC’s 
independent and entrepreneurial 
approach means that it can partner 
with philanthropists and other funders 
to work with what MYC staff hear and 
see on the ground, identifying needs as 

they emerge and designing responses 
that are right for the communities and 
people that MYC serves.

To consolidate its work and achievements 
in social innovation, MYC has recently 
appointed two Social Innovation 
Managers. Steve Williams is based in 
Brisbane and May Lam will be based in 
Melbourne, building on the work of the 
Skills Development Centre there.

Steve has just this month won funding 
from the Queensland Government to 
fund workshops for disadvantaged young 
people so that they too can benefit from 
the growth of the IT economy. May is 
working on a project in regional Victoria 
to create affordable housing for young 
people who are unable to stay on in their 
family home. 

Both May and Steve aim to work more 
closely with the Marist Schools network 
and see many opportunities for projects 
and shared learning. If you would like to 
contact Steve, he is at:
Steve.Williams@maristyc.com.au  
May is at: May.Lam@maristyc.com.au.
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may lam | social innovation manager, victoria

MARIST YOUTH CARE | SOCIAL INNOVATION AND MYC
May Lam & Steve Williams

mailto:Steve.Williams%40maristyc.com.au?subject=
mailto:May.Lam%40maristyc.com.au?subject=
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marist association

regional gatherings
may 2016  |  june 2016

*

The Regional Gatherings will provide a forum for two important moments:

1. Public acknowledgement of new members to the Association 
(all those people who have completed their application process since November 2015).

2. Launch of the “We Marists” document
(vision, priorities and strategies culminating from the Mission Assembly 2015. Personal copies of the printed document 
to be provided).

REGION DATE TIME VENUE

Brisbane Tues, 24 May 5.30 - 7.00pm Marist Centre Brisbane (Ashgrove)

Canberra Thurs, 19 May tbc Marist College Canberra

Eastern Sydney Fri, 27 May 4.15pm Champagnat Catholic College, Pagewood - Meet at Our Lady of 
Annunciation Catholic Church (next to school)

Macarthur Tues, 24 May From 5.00pm Mount Carmel High School, Varroville

Melbourne Thurs, 19 May 6.30 - 8.00pm Marist Centre Melbourne (Brunswick)

Northern Victoria Mon, 16 May 5.30 - 7.30pm Assumption College, Kilmore

Tropical Nth QLD Tues, 31 May tbc St Augustine’s College, Cairns

Western Australia Wed, 8 June tbc Newman College, Perth

Gippsland Mon, 6 June 5.30pm Traralgon

To confirm which Region your area, ministry or community is attached to, click here.

REGIONS YET TO BE CONFIRMED:
Adelaide;  Casino-Lismore;  Central Australia;  Emerald;  Forbes-Riverina;  Gladstone;  Hunter Valley;  
North-Western Sydney;  Sunshine Coast - Murgon.

Invitation from the provincial & leader of the masmc

FOURVIÈRE BICENTENARY CELEBRATION

On 23 July 1816, a group of seminarians, including St Marcellin Champagnat, climbed the hill to the 
Marian shrine on Fourvière to commit themselves to commencing the Marist project.

200 years later, on Saturday, 23 July 2016, you are invited to join all the Marists (Marist Fathers, Marist 
Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters, Marist Brothers and Marist Laity) at the Villa Maria Church, Hunters 
Hill in Sydney to commemorate that event and to make our own commitment to shaping and 
enhancing our Marist future.  The Mass will commence at 10.30am, followed by lunch and formalities 

at St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill.  The function will conclude mid-afternoon.

For catering and seating purposes, an RSVP is essential. 

If attending, send your contact details (and any dietary requirements) to Kylie/Kerry at the Marist 
Centre Sydney on 02 9218 4000 or reception@marists.org.au 

by Friday, 24 June 2016. 

*Given the nature of the event, invitations are restricted to those who have concluded their schooling*

http://bit.ly/1SPd3fC


coffee with a local coordinator

Marist Spirituality //

How did you first get involved 
with the Marists?
My first contact was at Marist 
College Kogarah, where my 
three brothers and I attended as 
students. I was lucky enough to 
return to Kogarah as a teacher 
years later and now I am the 
REC at Marist Catholic College 
Penshurst. My father attended 
Marcellin College Randwick and 
he always used to tell us stories 
of his time there at Randwick. 
My mother even taught 
English at Kogarah before my 
eldest brother was born in the 
seventies.

Is there an experience or 
event you have had in your 
journey as a Marist that stands 
out?
Any time you get to spend at 
the Hermitage in Mittagong is a 
pretty special time. I would say 
that my first ‘Sharing our Call/
Footsteps” experience down 
there was one that stands out. 
It’s not until you experience 
one of those formations that 
you realise how many Marist 
communities there are in 
Australia and how like-minded 
Marist people are.

The Association  //

What do you wish people 
knew about the Marist 
Association?
I wish people could see that the 
Marist Association is the work 
of the Church. It shouldn’t be 
seen as a job or as part of my 
role description as a teacher, 
Brother, employee of MSA etc. 
Not only will the various local 
expressions of the Association 
become centres of prayer and 
outreach, but they are also great 
areas to socialise.

What are people in the 
Association doing in your 
local area to build community 
with each other?
The Sydney East cluster of 
the Marist Association is very 
lucky to have 6 communities 
reasonably close to each other- 
Pagewood, Randwick, Kogarah, 
Penshurst, John Berne and 
North Shore. We all invite each 
other to our prayers, liturgies 
and events. This happens at 
least every 2-3 months. The 
coordinators are sharing ideas 
constantly through emails and 
phone calls. The Pagewood 
community organised a Liturgy 
and hospitality night to start the 
year this year, which was very 
well attended.

At Home //

Tell us something about 
yourself: What do you like to 
do when you are not working? 
I have 2 children under 2 ½ , so 
my main interest at the moment 
is sleeping, however that 
doesn’t really happen! 

I enjoy spending time with the 
kids and my wife, Stephanie, 
playing at the park or going to 
the beach. I also try to keep fit so 
I enjoy playing AFL, swimming 
and cycling. 

What word/phrase (from the 
people who know you well) 
best describes you?
Loyal.

Declan Donohue
marist catholic college, penshurst | nsw
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